II 

PHONOLOGY 

1. Syllable as Basis of Description 

The phonological organisation of a syllabic language can be 
appropriately described only by taking the syllable and not the 
word as the basic unit of description. Ladakhi, being a syllabic 
language lends itself to an efficient description only in terms of 
syllable as the operational unit of analysis and description. 
Therefore, the same basis has been accepted in the present 
phonological analysis of Ladakhi. Thus the distributional terms 
like initial, medial, final etc. refer to syllable initial, syllable 
medial, syllable final and the like. 



2. Phonemic Inventory 

The phonemes of Ladakhi are as follows: 
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3. Vowels: Ailophones and Distribution 

LADAKHI VOWEL SOUNDS 
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